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1. COMMITTEE    
 
Emanating from the recent AGM the following committee members have been re-affirmed for the current year: 
 
   . Richard Nott    President 
   . David Adams                       Deputy President and Secretary 
   . Richard Tighe                      Vice President 
   . Ken Bock                             Treasurer 
   . Sue Labordus                       Administration Secretary 
   . Janatha Adams 
 
supported by new committee members: 
      
   . Cynthia Stericker  . Terry Rich                        
   . Diana Rich   . Philippa Armfield                   
 
. Southern Highlands Sub-Committee:  
 
   . Malcolm Stephens  . Christa Brown 
   . Jan Bell   . David Brown 
   . Lynette Stephens  . Barry Todd 
     
It is a delight for me to be able to re-join the NSW Committee and to welcome prior and new committee 
members. I make special mention and appreciation to Ken Bock (ably supported by Lynn Bock) who held the 
role of President for the past four years and who gave excellent leadership to the aims of the Society as well as 
the numerous other pro-bono activities he supports. It is gratifying that Ken has agreed to remain on the 
committee as Treasurer and to act as MC at various functions. I am confident that with the strength of talent, 
experience and industry we have on the committee, the Society will be well served.  
 
2. FUNCTIONS AND CALENDAR 
 
a) COUNTRY BUFFET LUNCHEON: Sunday 26 October at “Tetbury Park”, Mittagong 
 
Janatha and David Adams have kindly made their country home “Tetbury Park” near Mittagong available and 
are hosting a fully seated buffet luncheon with beverages (BYO alcohol) on Sunday 26 October from noon until 
late afternoon at a cost of $50 members, non-members $60. (See attached flyer for additional details). With the 
Southern Highlands flowers emerging this will be a great day out to enjoy the venue, antique cars, appraisal of 
antiques and fine fare in a wonderful setting. Please note that the RSVP closing date is this Friday 17 October.  
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b) REMEMBRANCE DAY: Tuesday 11 November 11.00 am at  St. James Church King Street followed 
by  luncheon at City Tattersalls Club at 12.00 for 12.30pm 
 
At this luncheon, our guest speaker is Lt. Col. David Deasey who will be speaking on the Boer War. See 
attached flyer for details. This service is an ABS initiative that has been expanded by the church to include the 
general public. Society members will be reading the lessons.  
 
DIARY EVENTS FOR REST OF 2014:  
 
c) Christmas Party Wednesday 10 December at home of the British Consul-General Vaucluse. Flyer will issue. 
 
d) Choral Evensong with Seven Lessons and Carols at St James’ Church Sunday 21 December at 7.30pm 
 
EVENTS IN 2015: 
 
a) AUSTRALIA DAY 
 
Public Holiday labour rates are making this day an expensive one for member functions. To compensate, we 
will aim to hold a function at around that period that will be more cost effective. We have the ability to join with 
the Order of Australia Association which is providing a country Australian-flavour bus trip with morning tea, 
BBQ luncheon and sheep dog demonstrations, bus transport and virtually a full day casual outing at Tobruk 
station Maroota. This will be on Sunday 25 January. The bus will collect in the city at around 8.45am and later 
at Castle Hill, returning around 4.30pm. Cost will be in all $95.00. There may be a limit of 50 places available 
depending upon total interest. A flyer will issue in early December and firm numbers need to be provided by 1 
January. Consider bringing some friends for a truly Australian rural experience.  
 
Additionally, we are investigating the availability of a city restaurant on Australia Day and will advise members 
when firmer to gauge interest. .  
 
b) ANNIVERSARIES 
 
We will aim to include reflections on: 
 
.  Gallipoli - 100 years 
.  Deaths of Churchill and T.S Eliot  - 50 years 
.  Waterloo  - 200 years 
.  Magna Carta - 800 years 
 
c) PRESIDENT’S LUNCHEONS 
 
As a broad guide we are aiming to institute between two and four President’s luncheons at the Australian Club 
for a maximum of 55 members and guests at cost of around $75/80 for a two-course luncheon/drinks and 
depending on any guest speaker costs. The aim is to hold these events at cost plus a $5-$10 margin. These will 
be initially programmed for March and September next. These aim to attract interesting public profile speakers. 
 
d) QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY DINNER 
 
We have avoided evening functions at members’ requests, however we would like to reinstate an early evening 
6.00pm start black tie gala three-course dinner at the Australian Club with free parking in 2015 to capture 
reflections on key anniversaries  with a vice-regal guest of honour.  This is likely to be in May to avoid potential 
conflicts if held in April. Also, the early evening start will enable us to secure use of a special room at the club 
for over 100 guests that is not available during the luncheon period. This could be a good chance to dust down 
the black tie and bring some friends to a wonderful venue and event.  
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e) CONCERT CELEBRATIONS 
 
“The Last Night of the Proms” is being staged at the new Chatswood Concourse (an easy short walk from the 
train) and we are likely to get access to up to 100 tickets at around $45 each for seats in the front three rows. 
This is half the price of the comparable events at the Opera House, and we can bulk buy and provide tickets at 
lower than retail costs, plus capture the best seats.  It will be a Saturday afternoon event that best suits members.  
 
An opera extravaganza is being held as well in February which will include a full orchestra, 150 member choir 
and six opera soloists. Whilst not of a British flavour it is a show-stopper event for around the same price and 
we will aim to reserve around 50 tickets at the same prices for a matinee concert. Parking is available within the 
Concourse for a small fee.  
 
These are ways we can use bulk purchasing to help members obtain access to events without the hassle or 
additional booking costs and helps us make a small amount to defray operating costs. If you would like this 
service expanded please advise the Secretariat. Usually there will be a limit of four tickets per member and on a 
first request basis.  
 
f) YOUNG ENDEAVOUR 
 
Richard Tighe and I were present when the Governor-General “farewelled” the Young Endeavour recently on 
its around the world voyage where some of our past sail training winners will be joining legs of the crew 
voyage. This means the annual function on the ship will be deferred for 2015. 
 
g) EVENTS /RAFFLES GENERAL 
 
The committee aims to keep the events to a limited number where members have an interest, supplemented by 
any special anniversary occasions. In addition, it aims to keep costs as low as possible, retaining a nominal 
margin and relying on raffle sales to provide revenue to fund award grants to young people. This process 
enables us to be more than a like-minded social group, but a charitable entity that has received exemption from 
the taxation department from paying tax on our surpluses or lodging tax returns. Where practicable we will 
continue to link with kindred groups to provide better patronage and lower costs. The Committee is open to 
member suggestions for different functions and how we can make your membership more enjoyable.  
 
Our new committee will be pursuing raffle prizes to offer to members. These will centre on meals, 
accommodation, theatre tickets and special items that will be worthwhile gifts. If you have any items that you 
think we could use as prizes, please advise the Secretariat.  
 
h) NEW MEMBERS 
 
A warm welcome is extended to: Maurice Neil, Natasha Goulden and, Phillipa Armfield.  
 
i) GENERAL 
 
Copies of the Annual Report were supplied to attendees at the AGM and will be available on the website shortly. 
I thank the Committee and members for their support to the Society during the past year and the long-term 
loyalty of many people. I am confident we will have a varied and enjoyable programme of events in 2015 and 
thank the committee for its support in ensuring it happens. It is a great pleasure to be associated with a group of 
pleasant like-minded people and friends who enjoy getting together and supporting our cultural links. Being able 
to sponsor young people to these ends is particularly gratifying.  
 
With continuing good wishes, 
 
 
Richard Nott 
President 
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